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The Rev. Demetrios Kazakis,
face heavy with sorrow and fin-
gertips covered in soot, stood
on glass shards in the nave of
the St. Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Church in West Babylon,
where a fire Tuesday night
charred the altar.

No one was injured in the fire,
which is being investigated by
Suffolk County’s Arson Squad.
The blaze apparently started in
the altar server room and spread
to the nearby altar, torching near-
ly all of the iconographical art-
work depicting holy figures
hand-painted by Greek Ortho-
dox artists that took years to
make, Kazakis said. The initial
damage estimate to the church is
nearly $7 million, he said.

“We’re not going to roll over
and die,” said Kazakis, 30,
whose hands had small cuts
from handling the debris and
shattered glass inside the
church. Kazakis has been pre-
siding priest of the church for
more than two years and lives
about five minutes away. He
said the lost items were price-
less to the worshippers.

“The parishioners walked
into the church, they saw the
damage,” Kazakis said, wearing
a church robe he kept in his
car, sparing it from the fire.
“We cried together and we’re
going to rebuild and nothing’s
going to stop us.”

Sophie Knudsen, 85, of Co-
piague, sat yesterday by Kazakis
in the church’s front garden,
away from the smell of lingering

smoke. She’s been a member for
nearly 43 years. A fellow parish-
ioner comforted Knudsen as she
cried after seeing the church’s
condition for the first time yes-
terday afternoon.

“You try to do the best you
can do and something comes
up, but, that’s life,” Knudsen
said. “We’ll get back to where
we were before, I think so.”

Despite the destruction, Kaza-
kis said the church would con-
duct services as early as Sunday
in a makeshift location, perhaps
a tent in the parking lot or a
church hallway not heavily af-
fected by smoke or water dam-
age. The church serves a congre-
gation of almost 300 families.

“There are people who would
have thrown up their hands and
said, ‘We’re going to leave the
church. We’re not going to re-
build our church. We’re not
going to rebuild our communi-
ty,’ ” Kazakis said. “This church
does not have those people.”

Disabilities law’s
approval marked

The United Cerebral Palsy Association of Greater Suffolk marks
the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

an altar server room.

Priest promises to rebuild after fire
damages church, burns artwork

The Rev. Demetrios Kazakis
holds artwork that survived
with just charring on the edges.

BY LAURA BLASEY
laura.blasey@newsday.com

About 50 people turned out
to celebrate the 25th anniversa-
ry of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act yesterday in Haup-
pauge.

The United Cerebral Palsy
Association of Greater Suffolk
center hosted the event, which
included a parade, skits and
speeches highlighting the act’s
importance.

“The ADA was a gift that we
must not take for granted,”
Jaquan Giles, 27, of Brentwood,
told the gathering. “We are the
only ones that can take charge
of our lives. It is important that
we take control of our futures.”

President George H.W. Bush
signed the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act into law in 1990. It
bans discrimination against
people with physical or mental
disabilities and paved the way
for public services and accom-
modations.

Giles, former president of
the association’s Self-Advocacy
Group, said more work needed
to be done and he and his team
would continue the fight. The
20-person group, which
planned this year’s party, orga-
nizes a similar event each year
to remind themselves and oth-
ers about how the act fits into
their lives.

“It’s part of our mission of
self advocacy, and you can’t
talk about self advocacy or peo-
ple with developmental disabili-
ties without talking about the
ADA,” Giles said. “It’s like foot-
ball without touchdowns.”

Red, white and blue balloons

lined the walls and a table was
stocked with packets of infor-
mation about the ADA and self
advocacy. Skits showed attend-
ees how to recognize and call
out discriminatory behavior.

Current group president An-
thony Barker, 29, of Bay Shore,
said the event took a couple of
months to plan.

“Everybody with a disability
deserves this day,” he said.

Like Barker, Michelle Sami-
to, 30, of Smithtown, said she is
proud of the event and the
progress she’s made in advocat-
ing for herself and others with
disabilities during her nine
years with the group. She
thinks the celebrations help
spread awareness and promote
self-advocacy tactics.

“There are so many challeng-
es to speak up for yourself,”
she said, digging into a slice of
cake. “I’ve learned to speak up
and feel comfortable around
different people.”

Stephen Friedman, United
Cerebral Palsy of Suffolk CEO
and president, said the celebra-
tion is part of the group’s con-
tinuing work, which includes
lobbying in Albany for great
protections for people with dis-
abilities and for funding for sup-
port services.

“They wanted to do some-
thing to recognize that [anni-
versary] and recognize that the
work is not over,” he said.
“There are lots of pressures at
times to reverse what was
achieved with the ADA. By
keeping that focus, it keeps it
as a vital piece of legislation
and focused on the things that
still need to be accomplished.”
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Yesterday, damage from a Tuesday night fire is seen on the altar. The fire apparently started in an altar server room.

BY JOHN ASBURY
john.asbury@newsday.com

Long Beach police are receiv-
ing $500,000 from Nassau
County for the ShotSpotter gun-
fire recognition technology to
address recent shootings.

City police requested fund-
ing earlier this year to curb
shootings and alert officers to
respond faster to where weap-
ons are fired.

Police increased patrols last
year after the shooting death of
Tyrenzo Brown, 28, at the
Channel Park housing complex
in the city’s North Park commu-
nity, which has had multiple
shootings in recent years.

A 4-year-old boy was grazed
by a bullet at the same complex
last month. Brown’s cousin was
arrested in that shooting.

“Several months ago, we
identified ShotSpotter as a re-
source that we desperately
need, and we requested finan-
cial assistance from Nassau
County,” Long Beach Police
Commissioner Michael Tang-
ney said.

Nassau County Legis. Den-
ise Ford (R-Long Beach) and
Presiding Officer Norma Gon-
salves (R-East Meadow) allo-
cated $500,000 from the legis-
lature’s Community Revitaliza-
tion Projects funding to cover
the program for the next five
years.

ShotSpotter will add audio
sensors atop high poles and
buildings around the city to
recognize the sound of gun-
shots; the sensors will relay
an exact location of the shoot-
ing to police.

The system has been active
throughout several Nassau

County communities, includ-
ing in Hempstead Village, and
has also been expanded
throughout New York City and
parts of Suffolk County.

Hempstead police are also
adding cameras to their sen-
sors. Police have not quantified
direct results of ShotSpotter,
but have noted a decrease in
crime during the two years
since it was added.

Officials hope it brings simi-
lar results to Long Beach.

The California-based
ShotSpotter company plans to
cover the entire city with sen-
sors. ShotSpotter president
Ralph A. Clark said in a writ-
ten statement that the technol-
ogy picks up gunshots that
are not reported 75 percent of
the time to 911.

“There have been many
shootings recently in Long
Beach’s North Park area, and
I’ve seen the success that the
Nassau County Police Depart-
ment has had using ShotSpot-
ter to identify the exact loca-
tion of gunfire and the perpetra-
tor using the gun,” Ford said.

“I am thrilled to be a part of
bringing this program to our
city because it will help us to re-
duce, and even prevent, gun vi-
olence in our community.”

The city has no timeline for
when the ShotSpotter technolo-
gy may be installed. City offi-
cials are waiting for funding to
be disbursed.

“We’re extremely happy that
Legislator Ford has recognized
the need for this and is working
with Nassau County to bring
these necessary resources to
our City,” City Council vice
president Fran Adelson said in
a statement.

Long Beach, which increased police patrols after a shooting death in
North Park last year, will get $500,000 to install gunfire sensors.

The interior of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in West Babylon on June 5. ] Video, photos: newsday.com/westbabylon
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City to get
ShotSpotter
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